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Bluestack LCA is a wholly inland landscape within the Gaeltacht dominated by the 

Bluestack Mountain Range, a vast area of upland mountains, bogs and lakes with 

dramatic and wide river valleys that form and frame all of the views into and within this 

LCA.  A dispersed low density rural population live in isolated one-off dwellings on the 

lower slopes of the mountains and within the North-western area of this LCA on 

agricultural river plains.   

Landscape Character types 
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Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• High mountainous upland hard rock area with an underlying geology of quartzite 

along the north, granite to the east and a schist band though the centre. Breccia, a 

composition unique to the area, underlies the southern area of the Bluestacks. 

• Loughs of various sizes are nestled among the Bluestack Mountains and Tawnawully 

Mountain, and rivers rising in the uplands flow through valleys carved from the rocks 

in all directions out of this upland area. 

• Much of the upland landcover is thin peat and exposed rock whilst the river valleys 

and lower slopes have marshy areas and deeper peat soils, some of which have been 

improved for farming over the years. 

• The Owenea River flows west through a large, flat, broad, agricultural valley in the 

west of the LCA towards Glenties.  Large square, hedgerow bound fields define this 

section of the LCA contrasting with the predominant upland bog landscape type. 

• A patchwork of coniferous forestry plantations at various stages of growth cover the 

lower mountain slopes throughout the area. 

• Dispersed scatter of one-off residential dwellings and isolated farmsteads throughout 

the area but concentrated in the west. 

Settlements 

• There are no settlements within this LCA 

History, Culture and Heritage 

• Within the Gaeltacht. 

• There are a number of Recorded Monuments within this LCA including a fortified 

island cashel on Lough Anna in the North West and other isolated archaeological 

monuments on lower lying lands around the periphery of the LCA.   

• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 3 NIAH structures. 

• The Historic Landscape Characterisation maps the majority of this landscape as ‘Open 

upland rough ground’ (with frequent small lakes). Blanket bog covers the lower 

slopes to the north, west and east.  Historically the area has been used for extensive 

rough grazing, with very low stocking levels. 

Access and Recreation  

• The N15, Letterkenny to Donegal Town road crosses south west through the eastern 

edge of this LCA, whilst the R53 Glenties to Letterkenny road travels through this 

area along an east-west axis. 

• Numerous walking trails and marked ways through this LCA offer extensive and 

panoramic views out over the area (some to sea) and the surrounding Donegal 

landscape. 

• The many mountain lakes and rivers in this area offer excellent fishing; the Owenea 

River is one of the best salmon rivers in the County. 

• Iconic mountain landscape framing views into the landscape and offering 

unobstructed views from the area, many from existing paths and roadways. 

Biodiversity 

• Ecologically important landscape containing 5,827ha of Natura 2000 sites (SAC & 

SPA), 200.9ha of NHA sites and 5,231 of pNHA sites. 

• A portion of this LCA is a catchment area for the Fresh Water Pearl mussel (FWPM) 

and the Owenea River has significant adult and juvenile populations.  

• The river valleys and tributaries constitute important biodiversity links along with the 

hedgerow lined fields, roads, lanes and pathways. 
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• A grouse sanctuary is located within and to the north of this LCA 

Forces for change 

• Windfarms 

• One off residential dwellings 

• Afforestation/deforestation  

 

 

 

 

 


